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 Into the ordinary - A few years ago with a group of pilgrims I visited the Mount of the Transfiguration. It is not 

too far from the Sea of Galilee, and from every direction it rises distinctively from the 

plain landscape as a solitary hill.  I took the picture above from the bus window.  When 

thinking of the mount of the Transfiguration we might imagine images of light shouting 

divine presence and pious feelings, I was moved on my visit by the ordinariness of the 

place – the shrubbery and views which would have been there two thousand years 

ago, but also the modern-day tar-seal road bordered by poles carrying power and 

telephone lines.  In a similar way, the account of the Transfiguration of Jesus rises up 

as if from nowhere in the Gospels, breaking into the ordinariness of life.  We have 

Jesus preaching, teaching and performing miracles that have an effect on some but not 

on others, then, all of a sudden Jesus is speaking with the Old Testament prophets 

Moses and Elijah and his clothes become ‘dazzlingly white, whiter than any earthly 

bleacher could make them’.  Our contemporary and practical minds might prefer to 

dismiss the Transfiguration of Jesus as a bit of unnecessary magic. Perhaps our 

attachment to our own limited and safe vision dismiss such a pragmatic response.  The Transfiguration of Jesus is the 

event that opens the door between earthly ordinariness, (days and weeks of routine and mundane and struggling 

existence), and the divine eternity. In this moment Peter, James and John got a taste of something more; so much so 

that they could not even put it into words and did not speak of the event when they went down the mountain.  For 

those who look beneath the surface of things every day is rich with such divine experiences, moments when the door 

between heaven and earth is thrown open by God. We express our struggle and our sin and God pours grace onto us 

and into us.  Once again we realise that we are participants in the divine life of God.  This is not the result of anything 

that we have done. We simply stay with our yearning for hill-top existence when we are down in the valleys, and 

even in the pits, and Jesus comes to us.  After such moments we are changed. Like Peter James and John we 

struggle to put this into words. We are not even really sure what has happened, nor even if anything has happened.  

The fact is, we have tasted heaven and in the most tangible form of communion, heaven has come INTO us. We are 

different, we are made beautiful, and because of this, even though we return to the same reality and relationships, 

every moment ahead is transformed.  This foretaste of heaven enables us to live fully in every earthly situation.  

foodforfaith.org.nz 

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
This year, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on Saturday 15 August. In New Zealand, the bishops 

have transferred the celebration to Sunday 16 August, as indicated in the 2026 national liturgical calendar.    The readings for the 

Assumption are to be used on Sunday, 16 August. Saturday evening Masses on 15 August are the Vigil of the Assumption and use 

the proper Vigil readings. Parishes will not be celebrating the Solemnity on Saturday morning or holding a Vigil Mass on Friday 

evening. The Saturday morning Mass remains that of Saturday of the 19th Week in Ordinary Time.   The Assumption is the 

patronal feast day of Aotearoa New Zealand, and a Holy Day of Obligation  
Māori Education Collection – Sunday, 23 August 2026  
Māori Education is an investment in a vibrant, and faith-filled New Zealand. Your support is an investment in the future of our 

young people and our nation.  

Successful educational outcomes for young Māori enrich our communities and benefit all New Zealanders. We are privileged to 

have the country's only two Catholic Māori boarding schools within our Diocese: Hato Pāora College and St Joseph’s Māori 

Girls’ College. Through the dedication and commitment of their staff, these schools continue to provide outstanding care, 

education, and faith formation for their students.   We also acknowledge with gratitude the many generous parishioners, 

grandparents, and benefactors who quietly assist families facing difficulties in meeting school attendance dues. Your kindness and 

support make a real difference and are deeply appreciated.  

Thank you for your generosity and continued commitment to Catholic Māori education.  Donations may be made by direct credit 

to the parish bank account. Please include your name as the payee and use ‘Māori Ed’ as the reference.  Donations may be in an 

envelope with Maori Education labelled.  Please put you name on envelope if you want it to be added to your planned giving 

donations. 

Auckland priest Fr Thomas Park and Catholic Youth Australia have explored opportunities for collaboration in the 12 

months leading up to World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea.  Catholic Youth Australia said it had discussed “insights from our 

preparations with our bishops” with Fr Park. 
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Fr Park, who is parish administrator at Sts Joseph and Joachim Parish in Otahuhu, was part of a delegation from Aotearoa New 

Zealand that made an exploratory visit to South Korea earlier this year.  Catholic Youth Australia also held an online gathering of 

the national WYD coordinators, focusing on formation through the theme, “Building a Lifelong Spiritual Experience”.  “Together, 

we reflected on the pilgrimage, the importance of formation for both leaders and pilgrims, key roles for inclusion in our leadership 

structure and the key elements to include throughout our sessions,” the group explained. 

The South Korea Local Organising Committee for WYD 2027 announced that it is “moving preparations from groundwork to full 

implementation across international cooperation, pilgrim services, accommodation, transportation, safety, medical care and 

communications”, Catholic World News reported. 

“With one year to go until the start of World Youth Day Seoul 2027, the young people who will be traveling to Korea alongside 

their pastors are increasingly at the heart of the preparations for the event,” said Cardinal Kevin Farrell, prefect of the Dicastery 

for Laity, Family and Life. Cathnewsnz.com 

  

November 2026 Funding Round | Catholic Charities Foundation  
Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social Services are 

invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall Foundation through the 

Diocesan Allocations group.  The priority is to fund Catholic and community organisations who are working in areas identified as 

priorities by the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and aligned with the diocesan 

goals.  We are charged with the funding support of groups committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational needs in the 

diocese. Applications are judged based on need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set criteria.  Applications are now open 

and are due by Wednesday 30 September 2026. Application forms and more information can be found 

here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/  

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy—Magnifica Humanitas - A 

Reflection on the latest Encyclical with Beate Matthies 

Monday, 17 August 2026, 7-8pm (Zoom). 

https://www.studyjoy.nz/2026/07/21/magnifica-humanitas/Muffin Talk Interview 

with Dr Melissa Derby (NZ Race Relations Commissioner): Statement on 

Religious Diversity in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

www.studyjoy.nz/2026/07/30/religious-diversity-statement/ 

Did you know... 

that on 5 August we commemorate the dedication of the Papal Basilica of Saint 

Mary Major. This basilica is the largest Marian church in Rome, and most 

recently, has become even more important as Pope Francis chose it as his burial 

place. It was built in the 5th century and is renowned for its connection to the 

Council of Ephesus, where the doctrine of Mary as the Mother of God was 

affirmed. (for more info, see www.studyjoy.nz/2026/04/26/between-two-popes-

book-now-available/) 

Mission Hub: Alpha – A Tool for Parish Renewal  
Discover how Alpha can be a catalyst for parish renewal. Join us for this month's 

Mission Hub, a collaboration between Mission Hub and the Catholic Enquiry 

Centre, as we explore how Alpha can transcend the "course" model and become a 

practical, powerful engine for parish transformation with Clare Bell, the new 

Alpha Catholic Engagement Manager.   Ideal for parish leaders, ministry teams, 

and anyone passionate about parish renewal.  Monday 17 August, 7.00pm–8.30pm 

(NZT). Online.  

Register at https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0tiySnJcSqq-

8PUsrCjJ2g#/registration   

 Hope for the World International Conference on Life, Faith and Family - Friday 25 to Sunday 27 September   

In Christ  we can restore a culture where every life is protected from conception to natural death, and where marriage 

and the family are again seen as truly good for healthy, flourishing individuals and society.  Join us in Auckland to 

hear inspiring local and international speakers.   Find out more and register here: 

https://fli.org.nz/prolifeconference2026/     Register before Thursday 20 August to enter draw to win a beautiful statue 

of the Holy Family. 
  

 

First Holy Communion/Reconciliation 

We are currently offering the 

opportunity for baptised children to 
receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation 

and First Holy Communion.  Children 
must be aged 8 years and over.  The 

Sessions will begin in Term 3 on 

Sundays after Mass- three sessions for 
both Reconciliation and Holy 

Communion. Reconciliation dates are – 
6th September, 13 September, 20th 

September with the Sacrament made on 
27th September.  First Holy Communion 

dates are 1, 8, and 15 November.   

Parents and children will be expected to 
attend the sessions together as well as 

attending Mass.  .  The Sacrament of 
First Holy Communion will be made on 

the Feast of Christ the King, 22 

November.  Please register at the parish 
office and forms will be available in the 
foyer 

https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/KKCP3OyHiPfrdXUmSBXPrg~~/AABEchA~/yuwimrNezUJxG4pkPXSAxIFFNF1o_jONVvOQ16qrzPNjjkl3Um1NIGY-igKiQMceTIBdv_q8VvI_N8CM5FSMiY5oju7_zzcgq1JlzkwhrUYm_wd915gylF66e3Ut9y6nFqYwLbj2Py-FTpGFUJFyZA~~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/2gckkaVFohvriwqF4W1Hig~~/AABEchA~/01kcxkC0VRittzrqmVmoMIIrhhtK0rmur-CUZUvLIuoRWsfKmRITpYTTgkOkRMK25PTrOgNYFf8P032hGTfocH2Z5x2CMAAqj6TTBtPIhyayZQeL1xbfnLixQqDOAIb6TuaVAfeBnD-3UNaggHl3XcI98weXalKMYkxyKn4mr4I~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/VKDw-WxqXXZqpmQB4r3brA~~/AABEchA~/sE8xX-NbGuHKAgrWSnsNUvBEaFAdYvkBEBRgVUps_7WSsjNEl4toYoW_l4hZXHc2cJkJBCPCOfuG-kgNyOGjTfHCoA9G_5pSTTVoo0oFGrCyy5xE5ExEO1eA9nX-eUgl__U4LeamTrEuX1L7OdxqnfEx6kdwogHYral1C-QLZMk~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/VKDw-WxqXXZqpmQB4r3brA~~/AABEchA~/sE8xX-NbGuHKAgrWSnsNUvBEaFAdYvkBEBRgVUps_7WSsjNEl4toYoW_l4hZXHc2cJkJBCPCOfuG-kgNyOGjTfHCoA9G_5pSTTVoo0oFGrCyy5xE5ExEO1eA9nX-eUgl__U4LeamTrEuX1L7OdxqnfEx6kdwogHYral1C-QLZMk~
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0tiySnJcSqq-8PUsrCjJ2g#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0tiySnJcSqq-8PUsrCjJ2g#/registration
https://fli.org.nz/prolifeconference2026/
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Pro-Life—  Voice for Life has created a new flyer offering clear, accessible information on gestational development and the 

legal status of the unborn in New Zealand. It includes a QR code for further information or support. VFL welcomes volunteers to 

help with the distribution of flyers to letterboxes around the country. Email admin@voiceforlife.org.nz to get involved. For more 

pro-life information, visit voiceforlife.org.nz.  

Thriving in this Land: Treaty, Climate and Economic Justice  

Join this three-part workshop series from Common Grace Aotearoa, hosted by the Diocese of Palmerston North's Justice, Peace, 

Ecology and Development Commission. Together we'll explore how our faith calls us to respond to some of New Zealand's key 

challenges, including poverty and the cost of living, climate change, and honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi.   The workshops will be 

held from 7–9pm at Te Rau Aroha, Catholic Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury Street, on 19 August, 26 August and 9 September.  

.Dovecotes for Women NZ  
Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women is delighted to announce the launch of Dovecotes for Women NZ, a new initiative designed 

to support women in parish communities throughout New Zealand.  

Dovecotes are small parish-based groups where women from all walks of life can come together in friendship, prayer, and faith. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, these groups offer a welcoming space for women to bond, encourage one another, and grow 

more deeply in their relationship with God.  

For more information contact dovenational.leader@gmail.com or visit www.dove.org.nz 

Alpha in a Catholic Context – Online Training  

A series of online training sessions on Alpha in a Catholic Context will be offered via Zoom in the coming months. These sessions 

are open to parish priests, leadership teams, Alpha teams, and anyone interested in learning more about Alpha.  

Upcoming topics:  

19 August, 7pm: Where Alpha fits in parish life  

16 September, 7pm: Taking Alpha from good to great  

Each session can be attended individually, though all are recommended for a fuller understanding. Please register to receive the 

Zoom link for each session: https://forms.office.com/r/kVmxvX9hFb   

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship – 40th Anniversary  

The Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship will hold its 40th anniversary celebration on 14–16 August. Further 

information and registration details are available at https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-

celebration-rotorua  
  

Anniversary’s in  August 

Martin Taylor, Margaret Fletcher 

Herbert Roderick Francis de Stacpoole 

Aimee Oldham, Kerri Hitchens 

Monica Brick, John Seed, Barbara Bird, Cath Murphy 

Mons Thomas Duffy 
  

Mass Times 

Sunday—9.30am @ St Joseph’s 

Saturday—Vigil -5.30pm @ St Patrick’s 

Week Day 

Tuesday—9.00am @ St Joseph’s 

Thursday—9.30am @ St Patrick’s 
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