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Is God’s welcome only for the few? 
Not a church of pigeonholes: For office filing purposes pigeonholes are splendid. Beaurocrats love tidy compartments where 

accounts, applications, drafts etc. can be systematically stored — everything in its proper place. A good office motto might be: No 

surprises and no disorder! There’s a temptation to think of God’s grace as parcelled out in a similarly neat, orderly way — as 

something reserved for the God-fearing elect, the People of God. Historically, many of our Jewish forebears adopted this view, 

and they (and we!) require the universalist message of Isaiah: God wants a house of prayer open to all the nations. Christians need 

to remember it too: God wills ALL human beings to be saved; in the Father’s house there are many mansions. 

Blessings of Loss: Our heavenly Father draws people towards Himself in strange, unpredictable ways. Just as in a family the 

misfortune of one member can serve to unite the others in a new, protective loyalty; or as in business the failure of one concern 

can direct energy into a new, more productive line.. so the rejection of Our Saviour by the Jews resulted in His more rapid 

acceptance throughout the Gentile world. It’s an ill wind blows good to nobody! Even the lapses and sins of mankind can be 

turned to good account, says Paul in a profound but difficult section of his letter to the Romans: “God has imprisoned all men in 

disobedience only to show mercy on all.” Our own past sins will not bar us from Christ-they only show us how much we need him 

(“To seek and save what was lost.”)  
Crumbs in the Kitchen: Why does Jesus want to limit himself to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel?” Was he not concerned for 

people of other nations, like that foreign woman with the loud voice, who pleaded for his help? She didn’t give up; that’s the first 

thing. Second, she found the perfect answer: “Even the pups get the crumbs that fall from the master’s table!” Thirdly, her prayer 

was answered, and her faith warmly praised. But still, what do we make of the initial remark? A popular idiom in Israel, used by 

Jesus to convey that his primary mission was the conversion of his own Jewish people? Historically, that was his way; first to 

revive the Chosen People, so that these in turn would furnish a “house of prayer for all nations.” However, even during his 

lifetime He was willing to receive those pagans who came to him; and he predicted that in future “many will come from East and 

West, and will sit down at table in the Kingdom of God.” Notice too the world-wide mission of the disciples, after the 

Resurrection (Mat. 28:18.) 

Expanding circles: That’s how Christian faith should spread, like the rippling circles expanding on the surface when a stone drops 

into a still pond. First to the Jews, then to the Gentiles. Always handed on by direct contact, the sharing 

of trust, the witness of peaceful conviction, the bearing of one another’s burdens. But will our path of 

faith be smooth? Or will there be setbacks and obstacles, objections from people more clever than 

ourselves, a contrary wind of current opinion hostile to religious belief? In such circumstances, the 

Canaanite woman offers inspiration, with her iron resolve coupled with good humour and ready wit. 

assoicationofcatholicpriests.ie 

 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary—In New Zealand we now have only two 

days of Holy Obligation that have remained on the day they fall.  (Last year with approval, with the assumption falling on a 

Monday it was moved to the preceding Sunday) Some other feast days have been moved to the following Sunday (which of 

course is always a day of Obligation) and others, while the feast day is still celebrated, have been removed from days of 

Obligation.  On a quest to find a history of dates things changed in New Zealand, I can't say I found much!   For a glimpse 

however, this is from a faculty sheet that Viard issued Reignier in 1858 included the following:   “Regarding precept days, on 

which, namely, they must participate in divine offices and abstain from servile works, they are, in addition to each Sunday, the 

Epiphany, Ascension, the feast of the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as the feasts of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Commemoration of All Saints, and the Nativity of the Lord”  So, we have the 

Epiphany 6th Jan, which has been moved to a Sunday; the Ascension 40 days after Easter, the Thursday of the 6th week, moved to 

the 7th Sunday of Easter, known as Ascension Sunday.  The feast of the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ, also known as Corpus 

Christi falls on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday, the Obligation day for this has been moved to Sunday in New 

Zealand.  Interesting to note, in some countries the actual feast day is a public holiday - how pleased would the Lord be to see that 

happen in New Zealand.  It is great to see some of our Parishes bringing in the Corpus Christi procession, a great profession of our 

faith and a strong acknowledgment of the Real Presence.   Sts Peter and Paul, 29th June together with All Saints on the 1st 

November, are no longer a day of Obligation.  Mary Mother of God, 1st Jan is not mentioned above but I wonder if it once was a 

day of obligation in New Zealand?  Maybe we can claim the public holiday as a sign we should treat it as one.  Leaving us with 

two stand alone days in New Zealand, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Nativity of the Lord.  New Zealand 

was dedicated to Mary as “Our Lady Assumed into Heaven’, by Bishop Pompallier when he celebrated his first Mass in New 

Zealand in 1838. Sunday 15 August 2021, we renewed our country’s dedication to Our Lady, dedicating St Mary of the Angels 

Church in Wellington as a National Shrine to Mary.   As Catholics, let us continue to pray to Our Lady, for her intercession to 

bring the people of New Zealand, and around the world back to the faith, and to place our faith first above all else.  What can we 

do to celebrate the feast tomorrow? With only two stand alone days - lets celebrate loudly.  Attend Mass.  Cook your favourite 

dinner, make it a feast!  Lay flowers around a Mary shrine, light candles in your home, recite the Rosary (even if it is just two of 

the Glorious mysteries - the Assumption and Crowning)  Talk with your children, make it special, create artwork  Mary, Queen 
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Assumed into Heaven, Pray for Us 

https://www.cdh.org.nz/social/the-assumption-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary 

Job Vacancy: Religious Education Advisor - The Diocese of Palmerston North is seeking a faith-filled and experienced 

Catholic educator to join the Catholic Education Office as a 0.6 Religious Education Advisor, beginning January 2027.  This 

permanent part-time role will support schools across the Diocese to strengthen Religious Education, Catholic Special Character, 

faith formation and curriculum implementation.   The successful applicant will work alongside school leaders, teachers and 

diocesan networks to help nurture Catholic identity and mission in our schools.   Applications close Friday 11 September 2026. To 

learn more or apply, contact Teresa Edwards  

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy—Magnifica Humanitas - A Reflection on the latest Encyclical with Beate Matthies 

Monday, 17 August 2026, 7-8pm (Zoom). 

https://www.studyjoy.nz/2026/07/21/magnifica-humanitas/ 

Muffin Talk Interview with Dr Melissa Derby: Statement on Religious Diversity in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

www.studyjoy.nz/2026/07/30/religious-diversity-statement/ 

 For more information: www.studyjoy.nz  
Did you know...  
that the Assumption of Mary has been a subject of Christian art for centuries (and its feast day was made a 

public holiday in England by King Alfred the Great in the 9th century). The first bishop of New Zealand, 

Bishop Pompallier dedicated the nation to Mary assumed into Heaven during his first Mass in our land in 

1838. However, it was only in 1950 when Pope Pius XII defined the Assumption as a doctrine of the 

Catholic Church. (for more info, see also https://www.studyjoy.nz/2026/08/12/the-assumption-of-mary-2/) 

 Hope for the World International Conference on Life, Faith and Family - Friday 25 to Sunday 27 

September   

In Christ  we can restore a culture where every life is protected from conception to natural death, and where marriage and the 

family are again seen as truly good for healthy, flourishing individuals and society.  Join us in Auckland to hear inspiring local 

and international speakers.   Find out more and register here: https://fli.org.nz/prolifeconference2026/     Register before Thursday 

20 August to enter draw to win a beautiful statue of the Holy Family. 

Enquiries to Simon Archer:  021 400 729 | simon@fli.org.nz 

 Atawhaingia ō tātau kāinga - Show mercy in all the places we dwell   
Whānau Mercy Ministries has teamed up with Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington to co-host a 3-day symposium 

from December 13 – 15 2026.  The symposium will explore the impact of religion across education, healthcare, and social 

services. Open to all, and ecumenical in scope, you won't want to miss this opportunity to hear several excellent speakers and 

engage in conversations to explore the theme with others.   

Visit https://whanaumercy.nz/catherine-mcauley-symposium/ to find out more and register.   

Webinar on Witnessing: A Call for Young People to Evangelise  
Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is holding its 4th session for the WYD Seoul 2027 webinar series. Join us for this 

session, Witnessing: A Call for Young People to Evangelise with the Auckland Diocese NET Team. This will be on Tuesday, 

1st of September 2026, 5:00-6:00pm on Zoom online platform. Register through www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026. Fee 

discounts apply.  

  

First Holy Communion/Reconciliation 

We are currently offering the opportunity for baptised children to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 

Holy Communion.  Children must be aged 8 years and over.  The Sessions will begin in Term 3 on Sundays after 
Mass- three sessions for both Reconciliation and Holy Communion. Reconciliation dates are – 6th September, 13 

September, 20th September with the Sacrament made on 27th September.  First Holy Communion dates are 1, 8, and 

15 November.   Parents and children will be expected to attend the sessions together as well as attending Mass.  .  
The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will be made on the Feast of Christ the King, 22 November.  Please register 

at the parish office and forms will be available in the foyer 
  

Pro-Life—  Christian churches in New Zealand and internationally emphasise respect for human life, with Catholic, 

Lutheran, Anglican, Evangelical, and Orthodox bodies reaffirming life from conception and opposing abortion, 

euthanasia, and trafficking. For more pro-life information, visit voiceforlife.org.nz. 

November 2026 Funding Round | Catholic Charities Foundation  
Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social Services are 

invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall Foundation through the 

https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/MQ5FWPIIlqsD5-n0HgU8jQ~~/AABEchA~/-ErykHpJUKQAZGnNxS8cUFJ9iFYsQD9nFr9X3cJU-6mNRNWKGIxELMMoujN4gAI8a4bk7zSUwOEdDKiGaG6TsaYJGZEHxiGRA0yjVcyaYxCgVF-9xnSASe7-fiHtw3EKq047B-7NRqKLGvlZdDTv9Q~~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/411MTUe442qbcTzAiuxn2g~~/AABEchA~/Hq3ew7yJFilRKb3ppmYUqinzFtRjdhfjgKhN375obkcm5QghoDUkVrTXcSMF7X8-Ioi9vzaYsMHwwfIy7NFRHfIGuRsxqkCr1BsuRZh0PzM9UWWTTeF5X32jLR7nOrCHUjkX1htALErFn33UfDv4AlAhZTCB3_jhytvH_3XiY7Q~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/FVEx8kRbLvkFxUcjR2TqSQ~~/AABEchA~/zpjTT0u4FF2AvZKPQtv8u69Xs3yA9OXC2dztYuiy8NOW_iCdpbPJVhm8DPnE_Qjv_Al3SKrt8H5RIMYs1iQ-lIVFJo7SYNZtNBLcaw5hes1tyY6wh4zR5LLFGdczWf8nmWA7veh0ADvHp56wTsERYYWjiPb7MSRKeJKUz7LGPrQJF5FNSHEJxfBq0R9vUjS_kyALwbTi-O0zdQsZ1o-02dbi78gKMdm353Dyk_ZNZyQMSn9PRT2fNJHJ-3CEVtDY5hL-MJFNck9P9uFtSJssjSazzp4Oe0xPlAGxV75YFSA~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/pgVyqqT6IECtRAwxtMl_GQ~~/AABEchA~/nQSAe_r_eYMl5IyZYKb9qFmAlilEoiwkDEV5AXUQcCz0QN8BybyA4TMOHTsj8rxORIhF_6nhFW28YR8l_JlYtiaJQrkMmLHTIVEq1Q0rWSXprJBIvhVPS1N73yNe2K4a0s6zsdgC5Nn5o3NIIV-KI5U4-5OM2TyRKBQWgfWUSZ8~
https://fli.org.nz/prolifeconference2026/
mailto:simon@fli.org.nz
https://whanaumercy.nz/catherine-mcauley-symposium/
http://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026
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Diocesan Allocations group.  The priority is to fund Catholic and community organisations who are working in areas identified as 

priorities by the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and aligned with the diocesan 

goals.  We are charged with the funding support of groups committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational needs in the 

diocese. Applications are judged based on need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set criteria.  Applications are now open 

and are due   by Wednesday 30 September 2026. Application forms and more information can be found 

here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/  

Māori Education Collection – Sunday, 23 August 2026  
Māori Education is an investment in a vibrant, and faith-filled New Zealand. Your support is an investment in the future of our 

young people and our nation.  

Successful educational outcomes for young Māori enrich our communities and benefit all New Zealanders. We are privileged to 

have the country's only two Catholic Māori boarding schools within our Diocese: Hato Pāora College and St Joseph’s Māori 

Girls’ College. Through the dedication and commitment of their staff, these schools continue to provide outstanding care, 

education, and faith formation for their students.   Your kindness and support make a real difference and are deeply 

appreciated.   Thank you for your generosity and continued commitment to Catholic Māori education.  Donations may be made by 

direct credit to the parish bank account. Please include your name as the payee and use ‘Māori Ed’ as the reference.  Donations 

may be in an envelope with Maori Education labelled.  Please put you name on envelope if you want it to be added to your 

planned giving donations. 

Mission Hub: Alpha – A Tool for Parish Renewal  
Discover how Alpha can be a catalyst for parish renewal. Join us for this month's Mission Hub, a collaboration between Mission 

Hub and the Catholic Enquiry Centre, as we explore how Alpha can transcend the "course" model and become a practical, 

powerful engine for parish transformation with Clare Bell, the new Alpha Catholic Engagement Manager.   Ideal for parish 

leaders, ministry teams, and anyone passionate about parish renewal.  Monday 17 August, 7.00pm–8.30pm (NZT). Online.  

Register at https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0tiySnJcSqq-8PUsrCjJ2g#/registration   

  

Mass Times 

Sunday—9.30am @ St Joseph’s 

Saturday—Vigil -5.30pm @ St Patrick’s 

Week Day 

Tuesday—9.00am @ St Joseph’s 

Thursday—9.30am @ St Patrick’s 
  

 

Anniversary’s in  August 

Martin Taylor, Margaret Fletcher 

Herbert Roderick Francis de Stacpoole 

Aimee Oldham, Kerri Hitchens, Monica Brick, John Seed, Barbara Bird, Cath Murphy, Mons Thomas Duffy 
  

 

https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0tiySnJcSqq-8PUsrCjJ2g#/registration

