
Adoration—It is a privilege to have Ad-
oration of the Blessed Sacrament regular-
ly in our Parish.  As we uplift our parish 
family in prayer, it's a blessing on all!  
The first Friday of the month, there will 
be Adoration from 10am until 3pm, com-
mencing after Friday Mass at 9.15am. 
Pro-Life—Since 2017, the National March 
for Life has been an important opportunity for 
individuals, church communities and prolife 
organisations to come together in solidarity to 
stand for life; to stand for mothers and fa-
thers; and stand for love. The march is also an 
important opportunity for pro-life groups, 
faith communities and individual pro-life 
people to witness to the sanctity of life and 
send a message of hope to New Zealand soci-
ety. This year’s National March for Life is 
scheduled to be held Saturday December 7th 
in Wellington. Visit https://marchforlife.nz/ 
to find out what is involved and how you can 
take part. For more pro-life information, visit 
www.voiceforlife.org.nz.  
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Cre-
ation | 1 September 2024 Pope Francis, in his 
message for the World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation on September 1, focuses on 
the theme "Hope and Act with Creation." He 
urges Christians to live out their faith actively 
by caring for humanity and the environment. 
The Pope highlights the need for ethical lim-
its on technology and encourages a shift from 
dominion to stewardship, reflecting God's 

love in our 
actions and 
contributing 
to the resto-
ration of 
creation. 
Read the 
Pope’s full 
message at 
https://

www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/

messages/curacreato/documents/20240627-
messaggio-giornata-curacreato.html 
Divine Renovation Open House ‘Save the 
Date’ 22 & 23 November 2024  
‘Save the Date’ to the Divine Renovation 
Open House, being hosted by the Catholic 
Parish of New Plymouth. An ‘Open House’ is 
about building up your parish and your sur-
rounding community and reigniting your pas-
sion for mission.  
DR Open House is an event where we dive 
into these three keys which we’ve seen bear 
so much fruit and give you practical work-
shops and resources to help spread concepts 
of renewal to other parishes in your area.  
What is the objective for an Open House?   
A day of learning and collaboration where 
parishes of a similar region gather to learn 
about the three keys from Divine Renova-
tion.   The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth 
will share principles and learnings   
The Divine Renovation mission is shared 
with more parishes   
More collective learning happens, and more 
stories shared to inspire parishes for what is 
possible   More details will follow, with the 
link for registrations. Find out more at https://
divinerenovation.org/openhouse.   
If you wish to register your expression of in-
terest, please email Chris at bishop-
pa@pndiocese.org.nz and she will add your 
name to an email group when registration be-
comes available.  

 

 

Anniversary’s in  September 
Eileen Butler, Martin du Fresne 
Mary Fieldsend, Robert Gordon 

Zita Ryan, Ruth Lawrence 

Mass Times 
Sunday—9.30am @ St Joseph’s 
Saturday—Vigil -5.30pm @ St 
Patrick’s 
Week Day 
Saturday—9.00am @ St Joseph’s 
Tuesday—9.00am @ St Joseph’s 
Thursday—9.00am @ St Patrick’s 

Parish Priest—Fr Paul Kerridge 
Phone—Office 8586416       Presbytery   8589383 
Email– cat.chb@xtra.co.nz 
Website—www.holytrinitychb.com 
Facebook—The Holy Trinity CHB 

                  The Holy Trinity Parish 
Rātini Kupu  

                                                                          8th Mahuru ,2024                       
                                                                      23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time                

Social Justice Week- Social Justice Week was established by the New Zealand Catholic 
Bishops Conference (NZCBC) in 1997. It serves as an ongoing commitment in the Catholic 
calendar to consider, reflect and act on a particular current social justice issue through the lens 
of Catholic social teaching. Social Justice Week falls during the liturgical season of Ordinary 
Time, when the liturgical readings teach us about discipleship. Our liturgical gathering on 
Sunday reminds us of the Church as a community and as a family united in prayer. The mercy 
and compassion we receive from God flows out into the rest of our week and into our relation-
ships in our wider community. 
Why Peace?   He aha i whāia ai ko te Rangimār ie?  Catholic social teaching sees peace as 
an essential component of social justice, which is based on the principles of respect for human 
dignity, the pursuit of the common good, and the protection of human rights. It calls for a 
transformation of social structures and systems that perpetuate violence, inequality and injus-
tice, and for the promotion of a culture of peace that values dialogue, reconciliation, and non-
violent conflict resolution. Our love for others can lead us to repentance, forgiveness, and rec-
onciliation, building a path to lasting peace. 
 Our focus for Social Justice Week   Tō mātou arotahi mō Te Wiki Whakar itenga Tika ā
-Pāpori Last year we began a three-year Social Justice Week focus on peace and conflict, with 
the resources each year expanding on the previous year’s material. The Social Justice Week 
tagline for 2024 is ‘Choose forgiveness, know peace.’ The focus this year is on forgiveness 
and reconciliation. We shift the perspective from personal peace, which we explored last year, 
and instead look at how to relate to others from a Christian view and rebuild peace that may 
have been lost or broken. Forgiveness is something that we all experience, whether we are 
giving it or receiving it. When we decide to choose forgiveness, we are on the right track to 
peace. 
Prayer—Merciful God,  We often close our hearts and walk blindfolded through our lives.  
May we have the courage to open our hearts and see the people who need us.  Help us not to 
be judgemental but forgiving. May we have the willingness to grow, and overcome obstacles 
between us.  Let mercy grow in our hearts and unfold towards others and ourselves.  May 
your mercy towards us create in us passion for justice and peace.  Your mercy is the gift of 
love and compassion for all of us.  May we always be grateful for your grace and mercy. 
Strengthen us so that we will stand up for others and support them.  May we also feel accepted 
and trusted by others.  
Let us be happy and joy-
ful witnesses of your 
presence and neverend-
ing love. All: Amen. 
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  Fill the World with Love | Music 
for the Soul and Spirit Saturday 28 Sep-
tember, 7pm at the Cathedral of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Come along and experience an 
evening of music and song, featuring 
Kathi Craig Mnzm and Voices of Inspi-
ration. Entry by Koha.  
Our God is truly a God of surpris-
es! What started for me as nice, simple, 
uncomplicated miracle story - the heal-
ing of a man who was deaf and almost 
dumb - turned into something much 
deeper and more profound.   I started 
wondering if I could do anything more 
with this Gospel than explain it or give it 
a context.  And into that void stepped 
God. “Oh, I have lots to say to you in 
this Gospel”, he said, and then, to my 
great surprise, he did ‘say lots’ to me.  God 
does speak to us – usually when we least ex-
pect it. This week I have truly learned that 
lesson, and it was this nice, simple, uncom-
plicated Gospel about the cure of a man who 
is deaf and almost dumb” which taught me.  
Pope Francis wrote in 2013: “Whenever we 
take a step towards Jesus, we come to realise 
that he is already there, waiting for us with 
open arms.” (EG 3) 
How true that is!   
b.maher@oblates.ie  

Today we continue to hear the Gospel of 
Mark proclaimed. In today’s reading, Jesus 
heals a man who was deaf and had a speech 
impediment. This is a story about Jesus’ heal-
ing power, and in it we find clues about our 
understanding of sacrament. We are struck by 
the physical means used to heal the man, the 
use of spittle and touch. The Church contin-
ues to celebrate the sacraments using physical 
means. In the Sacrament of Baptism, water 
and oil are used to show the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit. In the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick, we are anointed with holy oil on 
the forehead and the hands. In the Eucharist, 
bread and wine become the Body and Blood 
of Christ. We are a sacramental people who 
believe that God’s grace is given to us 
through these physical signs.  Some, howev-
er, see in this Gospel an image of the procla-
mation of the good news of Jesus to the Gen-

tiles. The geographic references tell us that 
Jesus is journeying through Gentile territory. 
Jesus had previously visited this region and 
healed a person possessed by a demon. Jesus 
was already famous there, which explains 
why people brought the deaf man to him.The 
story that precedes this reading in Mark’s 
Gospel sets the stage. Jesus encounters a 
Gentile, a Syrophoenician woman who asks 
him to heal her demon-possessed daughter. 
Jesus engages her in a dialogue about not 
feeding to dogs the food intended for chil-
dren. Jesus is struck by the woman’s great 
faith when she replies that even dogs eat the 
food that falls from the table, and he heals her 
daughter immediately. The faith of this Greek 
woman compels Jesus to respond to her plea. 
Mark shows that Jesus’ own mission affirms 
the early Church’s mission to the Gentiles. 
This was a significant issue to the early 
Christian community, which found that the 
good news of Jesus took root and spread 
quickly among the Gentiles. Yet there is an 
irony in the story of healing that Mark tells. 
Jesus gives the man the gift of speech, but 
then tells him not to use it. Jesus asks that the 
news of his healing power, which is evidence 
of his identity as the Messiah, not be spread. 
This is a recurring motif in Mark’s Gospel 
and is sometimes called the “messianic se-
cret.”www.loyolapress.com 

 Notices from Titipounamu Study & 
Joy—In the light of September being the 
month of the Season of Creation, you might 
like to hear this interview prepared a couple of 
months ago: 
"Reading the Bible Ecologically" with the late 
Dr Elaine Wainwright rsm: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UWsvEfAHIoU 
YouTube Recordings 
YouTube and Muffin Talk recordings are 
available online at: 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/category/resources/
muffin-talk/ 
For more information: www.studyjoy.nz 

Needed for St Vincent de Paul – we 
are currently experiencing a huge de-
mand for goods so if you have any 
spare bedding, linen, towels, tea towels, 
kitchen goods such as pots, pans, cut-
lery, plates etc please donate to the par-
ish office .  
Social Justice Week: 8-14 September 
2024 Imagine Peace for all:  Choose for-
giveness, know peace. Each year, the New 
Zealand Catholic Bishops lead us in So-
cial Justice Week to consider an issue of 
social justice in Aotearoa. This year we 
are looking at the importance of for-
giveness and reconciliation for building 
lasting peace. Join us in reflecting on how 
these values can transform our lives and 
communities. Through prayer, education, 
and action, we can work together to create 
a more just and peaceful society. 
 Bishop Denis Browne RIP 
Most Reverend Bishop Denis 
George Browne, CNZM, has gone 
home to God, passing away on 
Sunday night after a long illness. 
He was Bishop of the Hamilton 
Diocese from 1994 to his retire-
ment in 2014. He served as a 
priest for 62 years, a Good Shep-
herd leading his flock in Hamilton 
(and surrounds); Auckland; New 
Zealand; Tonga, Cook Islands; and 
Niue.  Funeral Mass in Hamilton at 

the Cathedral of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Friday 6th September at 11am, followed 
by burial at Òhaupò.  Bishop Denis is sur-
vived by three sisters. Please pray for the 
repose of his soul and for comfort to his 
remaining siblings. 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon him. 
TŪMANAKO HIGHLIGHTS 
The September edition of Tūmanko is 
now available. It covers: 
• Bishop John’s vision for parish renewal; 
• Social Justice Week resources from 
Caritas Aotearoa; 
• A reflection from Sean Ryan, chaplain at 
Whanganui Prison; 
• Another reflection from a former proba-
tion officer; 
• The final video unpacking Bishop John’s 
coat of arms; and 
• A collection of updates of happenings 
from around the Diocese over the past 
month. 
If you haven’t yet subscribed to the 
Tūmanako monthly newsletter, you can do 
so at 
https://pndiocese.org.nz/  
St John’s College Hastings Quiz Night 
The St. John’s College Parents & Friends As-
sociation (PFA) is currently seeking sponsors 
for its forthcoming fundraising Quiz Night on 
Saturday 14th September. The Quiz Night has 
become a highly anticipated annual event in 

the school calendar, drawing full houses of 
enthusiastic quiz teams! If you are able to sup-
port our school community in this way, email 
pfa.stjohnshastings@gmail.com 
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