
Adoration—It is a privilege to have Ad-
oration of the Blessed Sacrament regular-
ly in our Parish.  As we uplift our parish 
family in prayer, it's a blessing on all!  
The first Friday of the month, there will 
be Adoration from 10am until 3pm, com-
mencing after Friday Mass at 9.15am. 
Pro-Life—A special Mass is being offered 
at St Michael’s Catholic church, Beatrice Ave 
in Remuera, Auckland, for parents and fami-
lies who have experienced the loss of a child. 
The Mass will take place on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7th at 5 PM, with Reconciliation and 
Adoration starting from 4:30 PM. For more 
pro-life information, visit 
www.voiceforlife.org.nz.  
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Cre-
ation | 1 September 2024 Pope Francis, in his 
message for the World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation on September 1, focuses on 
the theme "Hope and Act with Creation." He 
urges Christians to live out their faith actively 
by caring for humanity and the environment. 
The Pope highlights the need for ethical lim-
its on technology and encourages a shift from 
dominion to stewardship, reflecting God's 
love in our actions and contributing to the 
restoration of creation. Read the Pope’s full 
message at https://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/messages/curacreato/
documents/20240627-messaggio-giornata-
curacreato.html 
Social Justice Week 2024 Bishops’ State-
ment  He Puakitanga nā ngā Pīhopa Katorika 
o Aotearoa Niu Tīrene—Choose forgiveness, 
know peace “Peace is never made with weap-
ons, but with outstretched hands and open 
hearts” – Pope Francis, 31 March 2024. Peace 
is not just something God wants for us, but 
something He wants from us – it is something 
we must make an active choice to build. As 
bishops, we recognise the enduring call for 
peace in our world and the imperative for us, 
as followers of Christ, to actively pursue 
peace and to be peacemakers. Last year, we 

began a three-year Social Justice Week focus 
on peace by working on building peace with-
in our own lives. In the time since, we have 
sadly seen further conflict and division across 
our society and our world, underscoring the 
importance of becoming peacemakers. In 
2024, we are focusing on forgiveness and rec-
onciliation. Forgiveness is often treated as 
something we give to other people; but by 
forgiving others, we also give something to 
ourselves. This can manifest differently in 
different situations, but in all cases, gives us 
an opportunity to build peace in our lives. 
When someone who has wronged us is truly 
contrite and remorseful, we give ourselves a 
chance to mend a damaged relationship. 
When we are met with partial apologies and 
shifted blame, forgiveness gives us the oppor-
tunity to move past things and learn from the 
experience. And even when it is not possible 
or desirable to continue our relationship with 
someone who has wronged us, we can release 
the hurt and anger we feel, to give ourselves 

freedom from the wrongs of the past .  Hold-

ing onto anger and hurt impedes our ability to 
love, limiting our spiritual growth and our 
relationships. Forgiveness offers a remedy, 
replacing violence with peace, hatred with 
love, and vengeance with mercy. In Jesus, we 
witness God’s boundless love and mercy, 
demonstrated in his plea during his crucifix-
ion, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do’ (Luke 23:34).  Edited from  

www.caritas.org.nz 

 

 

Anniversary’s in  September 
Eileen Butler, Martin du Fresne 
Mary Fieldsend, Robert Gordon 

Zita Ryan, Ruth Lawrence 

Mass Times 
Sunday—9.30am @ St Joseph’s 
Saturday—Vigil -5.30pm @ St 
Patrick’s 
Week Day 
Saturday—9.00am @ St Joseph’s 
Tuesday—9.00am @ St Joseph’s 
Thursday—9.00am @ St Patrick’s 

Parish Priest—Fr Paul Kerridge 
Phone—Office 8586416       Presbytery   8589383 
Email– cat.chb@xtra.co.nz 
Website—www.holytrinitychb.com 
Facebook—The Holy Trinity CHB 
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Whited Sepulchres—In ancient times burial was rarely permitted within the walls of a city, 
while one of the commonest places for tombs was by the side of public roads. You can see a 
great number of these latter, still bearing their inscriptions, more than 2,000 years later, just 
outside Rome, along the Appian Way leading towards Naples. A particular variant on this was 
that, just before the Feast of Passover, in Palestine, the roads to Jerusalem were thronged with 
pilgrims coming to celebrate this great annual feast. But, according to the Mosaic Law, any-
one who touched a dead body, or came into contact with a tomb, became automatically un-
clean, and was thereby debarred from attending the ceremonies of Passover in Jerusalem. To 
prevent such a disaster it became a Jewish custom to whitewash all wayside tombs in advance 
of the Feast, so that they became more conspicuous, thus easier to avoid. So in the Spring sun-
shine these tombs stood out, sparkling white, and almost lovely, although within they were 
full of decaying bodies or bones, whose touch would defile.  According to Jesus, that was pre-
cisely what the Pharisees were like, whited sepulchres, devout men who seemed intensely 
religious in every way, but looked down with contempt on those they regarded as sinners. The 
name Pharisees means “separated ones,” a group who distanced themselves not just from gen-
tile sinners, but also from lax Jews whom they deemed less observant of the Law. With 
haughty arrogance they dismissed such people as “a rabble that do not know the Law.” In to-
day’s Gospel we see how the Scribes and Pharisees had come to hear Jesus, but instead of 
listening to what he had to say they just began to criticise the behaviour of his disciples. It was 
the age-old tactic of lowering a man’s credibility by disparaging his friends.  The charge 
against the disciples was that they were eating without having first washed their hands, and so 
were breaking the ancient Jewish traditions. This typified the Pharisees’ air of self-
righteousness, and was based not on any interior, personal relationship with God, but from 
purely human customs. This is not to say that all Pharisees were bad or immoral. Some, like 
Nicodemus, were sincere searchers for the truth. But there is nothing harder for a good man 
than to avoid being proud of being good, and once pride intervenes, his goodness is tarnished, 
no matter how sincere he feels. There was always the possibility that in attempting to be per-
fect in every little detail of the Law the Pharisee could end up as a bigoted legalist, or indeed 
as a violent zealot. This is not simply a Christian verdict on the Pharisees, but rather that of 
the Jews themselves. For the Talmud cites seven different types of Pharisee, only one of them 
truly good. So when Jesus condemned the Pharisees as whited sepulchres, many of those lis-
tening would have agreed with him.  His warning holds a message also for each of us, to look 
inwards into the depths of our own souls. Deep within us God has written his Law, and it is 
our honour and duty to obey it, as we see it in our conscience. We will be judged according to 
the way we behave, based on what in our hearts we believe to be right and true and proper. “It 
is from within,” Jesus tells us today, “that evil arises.” He wants us to look beyond current 
opinion, the confrontations and problems of our own time, and strive for greater purity of 
heart. Steer clear of stupid conflicts and from slavery to convention and taboos, he says, and 
open up to the Holy Spirit’s word of life.  associationofcatholicpriests.ie 

 



 St John’s College—Last Friday our Y11 
students were on retreat at St Mary’s Church 
in Greenmeadows. This week on Thursday 
and Friday, our Y12 students were on retreat 
at St Peter Chanel Church in Hastings. The 
retreat was run by the Young Marists with a 
theme of leadership and relationship. Next 
week some of our sports basketball, hockey, 
rugby and football teams will be away at 
tournament week and we wish them well for 
their games.  Conor Bolton (DRS) 
 The Muslim community is being target-
ed by a pamphlet’s malicious misinformation, 
says the Federation of Islamic Associations 
of New Zealand (FIANZ).  The pamphlet 
claims Wellington City Council wants 
mosques to broadcast the Islamic Call To 
Prayer throughout the city.  The Better Wel-
lington campaign group behind the pamphlet 
expected 80,000 of them to be delivered this 
week – but posties are refusing to do so.  
What the pamphlet says  The pamphlet as-
serts that “the Council wants the city’s six 
mosques to broadcast the Islamic Call to 
Prayer across the city”.  Not true, FIANZ’s 
Abdur Razzaq said. In fact Better Welling-
ton’s statement was so far from the truth that 
he initially thought it was a prank.  But it’s 
not a joke though. It’s not even just misinfor-
mation. “It’s malicious misinformation” Raz-
zaq said.  What the Muslim community actu-
ally asked for Razzaq said Wellington’s Is-
lamic Association had approached the Coun-
cil on 15 March about the possibility of 
broadcasting the adhān, or call to prayer.  The 
adhān was to commemorate the 51 people 
who were murdered in the Christchurch 
mosque attacks in 2019.  It was to be a one-
off adhān and the Muslim community has no 
desire to do it more often than this, he says.  
Better Wellington’s statement reinforces anti-
Islamist sentiment and risks provoking others 
into action.  “This is not free speech. Coming 
out and telling this kind of lie and trying to 
incite hatred against a community. It’s 
wrong, plain and simple. They should actual-
ly apologise” Razzaq said. 
Better Wellington’s view  A Better Welling-
ton supporter disagrees the pamphlet risked 
calling up anti-Islamic sentiment.  It just re-
gurgitates media reports about Wellington 

Council and the Call to Prayer.  He said “left 
wing” councillors are undermining Better 
Wellington’s efforts, in order to distract the 
public from the other issues.  “It could be an 
Anglican faith having hallelujah doing the 
same thing. We’re a secular organisation and 
a secular country. We take no position in re-
gard to Islam or any religion or faith.” Posties 
refuse delivery  National co-president of the 
Postal Workers Union, John Maynard said 
the Union supports the posties who refused to 
deliver the pamphlet.  “We considered that 
New Zealand Post has an obligation under 
the State Owned Enterprises Act to exhibit a 
sense of social responsibility in regard to the 
interests of the community and we think they 
[Better Wellington] are doing exactly the op-
posite …” Maynard said.  Leaflets are not 
posted into boxes which show a No Circular 
notice unless they are from a government au-
thority – though posties were asked to deliver 
the pamphlet to everyone.  ACT Party leader 
David Seymour doesn’t think the Postal Un-
ion has the right to choose whether or not to 
deliver items.  “People have a right to express 
themselves … It is absolutely not the right of 
any union to tell the public what they can and 
can’t hear” Seymour said.  Wellington Mayor 
Tory Whanau told RNZ she is proud of Post-
al Union members who refused to deliver the 
pamphlets.  She will be seeking advice about 
how best to deal with a growing disinfor-
mation problem.  cathnews.co.nz 

Fill the World with Love | Music for the 
Soul and Spirit Saturday 28 September, 7pm 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Come 
along and experience an evening of music 
and song, featuring Kathi Craig Mnzm and 
Voices of Inspiration. Entry by Koha.  
St John’s College Hastings Quiz Night 
The St. John’s College Parents & Friends As-
sociation (PFA) is currently seeking sponsors 
for its forthcoming fundraising Quiz Night on 
Saturday 14th September. The Quiz Night 
has become a highly anticipated annual event 

in the school calendar, drawing full hous-
es of enthusiastic quiz teams! If you are able 
to support our school community in this way, 
email pfa.stjohnshastings@gmail.com 

 Notices from Titipounamu Study & 
Joy—Ulm Minster - The highest church 
building in the world with Beate Matthies 
A journey through the history and architecture 
of the German Ulm Minster from the laying of 
the foundation stone in 1377 to today. 
Monday, 02 September 2024,7-8.30pm 
(Zoom). Koha 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/ulm-minster-
the-tallest-church/ 
Bible Stories - What do they mean? 
Join us in unravelling Bible stories and look-
ing for answers within a group. 
Sunday, 01 September 2024, 5-6pm (Zoom). 
Koha 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/bible-studies-
what-do-they-mean-3/ 
YouTube Recordings 
YouTube and Muffin Talk recordings are 
available online at: 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/category/resources/
video-clips/ 
For more information: www.studyjoy.nz 

Needed for St Vincent de Paul – we 
are currently experiencing a huge de-
mand for goods so if you have any 
spare bedding, linen, towels, tea towels, 
kitchen goods such as pots, pans, cut-
lery, plates etc please donate to the par-
ish office .  
Social Justice Week: 8-14 September 
2024 Imagine Peace for all:  Choose for-
giveness, know peace. Each year, the New 
Zealand Catholic Bishops lead us in So-
cial Justice Week to consider an issue of 
social justice in Aotearoa. This year we 
are looking at the importance of for-
giveness and reconciliation for building 
lasting peace. Join us in reflecting on how 
these values can transform our lives and 
communities. Through prayer, education, 
and action, we can work together to create 
a more just and peaceful society. 
This week’s Gospel brings us face to face 
with what is best and what is worst in human 
nature.  It is a Gospel of conflict, prejudice 
and blindness. It is a Gospel which challenges 
us to look honestly at the complex motives 

which drive us in everything we do.  It is also 
a Gospel of hope and promise. There is no 
need to look for the Kingdom of God, brought 
to us by Jesus, in the distant clouds or the 
highest Heavens. The Kingdom of God lives 
within us, thanks to the sacrifice of Jesus of 
his own life.  Of course, sin also lives within 
us. It clouds our motives and often blinds us to 
what is good and to what we actually seek!  
The Pharisees of the Gospel were good, sin-
cere and conscientious people. They sought 
God by meticulously following the Law of 
Moses. Every detail, every rule, every tiny 
point of the Law was important and would 
lead to God.  The irony, the tragedy, was that 
it was their very search which prevented them 
from recognising the Kingdom of God when it 
came to them!   b.maher@oblates.ie  

Last chance to register for the Sacra-
mental Programme.  Forms in the foyer 
or email the office at 
cat.chb@xtra.co.nz to get a form.  All 
registrations to be in by 31st August! 
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