Sister Eveleen Retreat House ...is a
spiritual haven nestled among the native trees
on Scarborough Hill, Sumner, Christchurch.
It is owned by the Anglican Diocese but is
run ecumenically. It was bequeathed to the
church by Sister Eveleen who asked for it to
be used as a 'house of spiritual prayer.' The
team around Sister Eveleen Retreat House
invites you to stay with us here at Sister Eve-
leen to rest, recharge your spirit, and experi-
ence a deeper connection with your faith.
What does Sister Eveleen Retreat House of-
fer? - Themed retreats throughout the year.
The new retreat calendar for 2024 is taking
shape. We offer retreats from 1 to 7 days,
weekends or during the week, silent or quiet.
These are led by experienced retreat leaders
or spiritual directors from various Christian
denominations. - Be a guest at Sister Eveleen
and book a room (within the retreat house,
including use of lounge, kitchen and chapel)
for your own stay or self-guided retreat day
(s). - Book Sister Eveleen Retreat House for
a retreat-day for your pastoral, parish team,
your prayer or committee. - Attend our regu-
lar prayer rhythm at Sister Eveleen or come
up for a visit if you are in the area. If you
would like to know more, explore our web-
site, follow us on facebook, get in touch (via
email or phone) or just come up for a visit.
We look forward to welcoming you here at
Sister Eveleen Retreat House. Manaakitia te
Atua. If you have any questions or would

like further information please contact SERH:

(ph) 022 563 6879 (e) en-
quiry@sistereretreat.com

This Sunday night (3rd December), John
Cowan’s guest will be Chief Children's Com-
missioner, Dr Claire Achmad. Dr Claire
Achmad is an advocate for children, having
worked in various areas relating to children's
rights. She was appointed as the Deputy
Chair of the Children and Young People's
Commission in July 2023 and, from Novem-
ber 1st, took up the role of Chief Children's
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Commissioner and Chair of the Commission
for a five-year term. From 2021 to 2023,
Claire served as Chief Executive Officer of
Social Service Providers Te Pai Ora o Aotea-
roa. She holds a doctorate in international
children's rights law from Leiden University
and has published internationally on various
children's rights issues. She also holds de-
grees in Arts and Law from the University of
Auckland and is on the University of Auck-
land's 40 Under 40 list. Previously, she has
worked for children's NGOs and international
organisations in New Zealand, Australia and
Europe, held a senior role within the New
Zealand Human Rights Commission, and
practised as in-house legal counsel in the
New Zealand government. She was admitted
as a barrister and solicitor of the High Court
of New Zealand in 2007. Claire was born
and grew up in the Waitakere Ranges, went to
school in West Auckland, and is of New Zea-
land and Indonesian heritage. She holds a
guest lecturer position in the Child Law De-
partment of Leiden University and is a mem-
ber of the
Asia New
Zealand
Foundation
Leadership
Network.

Advent begins

Mass Times
Week Day Masses
Saturday—9am @ St Joseph’s
Tuesday—9am @ St Joseph’s
Thursday—9am @ St Patrick’s
Sunday Masses
Vigil Mass—5.30 @ St Patrick’s
Sunday Mass—9.30am@ St Joseph’s

Parish Priest * Fr Paul Kerridge 1
Phone - Office 8586416 Presbytery * 8589383
| E-mail » cat.chb@xtra.co.nz

Website * www.holytrinitychb.com

Facebook ¢ The Holy Trinity Parish CHB

Ratini Kupu
3rd Hakihea 2023

1st Sunday of Advent
3rd December, 2023

: Prayer for the Middle East
: Lord, Jesus Christ, The Holy Land is once again struck by violence., hatred and

: death. Lord, look with mercy upon the land that was your earthly home. Receive

! the deceased into your presence. Comfort those who morn, are wounded, or forced
: to flee. Be close to all who are full of fear and despair. You are our peace and the

: light of the nations, put an end to the spiral of terror and suffering in the Holy Land
Eand the whole Middle East. Let peace and justice flourish at the holy sites. You are
: our refuge. Let the people be safe In your Love. Have mercy on us and on our time.
: Amen.

: The Season of Advent is our beginning of a new year - four weeks to prepare our-

E selves for Christmas. No! Not Santa Claus, turkey and ham (salad and crayfish if you
: live in Australia!), re-runs of ‘Home Alone’, presents, silly new board games, family,

: : and exhaustion, but a much simpler and beautlful event: the birth of a tiny, unnoticed,
baby in a cave. The word ‘Christmas’ goes back as far as the 10th Century and liter-

: : ally means “Christ’s Mass.” It is the birth of Christ that we celebrate. All the rest of

: the festivities — food, wine, presents, family — are simply intended to help us celebrate

: it with joy, laughter and good cheer. The story of Christmas is the happiest, most

E joyful, most amazing story ever told. It is the story of how our God wishes to share

: his own life with us. His life is pure Love ... the thing we spend our lives searching

: for and when we find it, like a couple married for fifty years, we hold it close to us,

: never wanting to let it go. Of course, in this world human love is not perfect and it

: does pass with death or change. The life of Love, which is who God is, never chang-

5 es and never ends. Once invited to be part of God’s life (perfect Love) we become

: absorbed into a love, joy, peace and fulfilment which will never change or end. Just

: imagine the joy of falhng madly in love — really in love — and knowing that the joy
: you felt when you first fell in love, will never end or need to end. It is perfect and it is
: yours. This is the real story of Christmas. Our celebrations will be so much more

: meaningful, and so much more significant if our celebrations are in the context of

E ‘Christ’s Mass’. The first step in preparing for the real feast of Christmas is aware-

: ness. Each day, simply take a few seconds or minutes, to remind yourself that the true

: meaning of Christmas is God’s eternal love for us. God shared the infinite depth of

: that love when he came to live among us in the person of Jesus. Our God came to

: live among us, as one of us, just to show us how much he loves us and to let us know

: that we are invited to share in his own eternal life of Love. Let your awareness deep-

: en each day. Don’t try to understand it — you can’t! Just recognise it as true — God’s

: Christmas present to me! b.maher(@oblates.ie
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